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Abstract 
 
Corn Island Archaeology has prepared this cultural resources overview at the request of HDR 
Engineering, Inc. to advise on the presence of existing cultural resources and probability of 
additional unrecorded cultural resources within four possible routes of a shared use path along 

the Pond Creek Corridor. Background research and site visits were conducted by Corn Island 
Archaeology, LLC archaeologists and architectural historian between September and October, 
2011. Background research consisted of state site file review, historic and modern map review, 
aerial photography review, and literature research. Evaluation of geologic quadrangles and soil 
surveys also informed the analysis. 
 
Review of historic resources inventories and National Register of Historic Places nomination 
forms on file at the Kentucky Heritage Council revealed there were a number of previously 
surveyed historic resources for which eligibility status is yet undetermined. In addition to these, 
two have been determined to be eligible for listing and one resource has been listed. Planning 
documents pertaining to the project area were reviewed. Archaeological site and survey 
information at the Kentucky Office of State Archaeology were reviewed. This research revealed 
30 previous archaeological investigations have been completed within a two-kilometer radius of 
the current project area. As a result of these investigations, 88 archaeological sites have been 
recorded with the Office of State Archaeology. Cemeteries have been recorded along the 
corridor with varying degrees of detail. Additional unrecorded family cemeteries may be located 
along spurs within Jefferson Memorial Forest. No traditional cultural properties have been 
previously identified within the project APE, although some may exist. 
 
These data, along with site visits, indicated additional cultural resources within the proposed 
alignments are highly probable along all routes. Alternate C encounters the least number of 
resources. The Preferred Route, however, does not encounter a significantly greater number of 
resources and affords a greater variety of interpretation locations and topics.  
 
Opportunities for interpretive signage and public education materials were evaluated as well. 
Themes may include transportation, labor history, and agriculture, as well as others. In 
particular, the remains of the Kosmosdale North Village company town would be an excellent 
opportunity to present labor history and African American heritage. Materials recovered during 
the excavation of sites such as Longworth-Gick and Villiers also present opportunities for 
educational materials. 
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1   
INTRODUCTION  

 
Corn Island Archaeology LLC (CIA) has prepared this Cultural Resources Overview for a 
proposed shared use pedestrian/bicycle path within the Pond Creek watershed in southwestern 
Jefferson County, Kentucky (Figure 1). The overview was requested by Mr. Matt Pillard of HDR 
Engineering, Inc. in support of Louisville Metro Parks. Archaeological site and survey 
information at the Kentucky Office of State Archaeology (OSA) was reviewed as were historic 
resources inventories and National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) nomination forms on file 
at the Kentucky Heritage Council (KHC). Additional research material also documented the 
status of existing conditions as well as informed recommendations of probable unrecorded 
resources. These additional materials consisted of historic and modern maps, aerial 
photographs, geologic quadrangles, planning 
documents, and soil surveys. 
 
This research revealed 30 previous archaeological 
investigations have been completed within a two-
kilometer (km) radius of the current project area of 
potential effects (APE). As a result of these 
investigations, 88 archaeological sites have been 
recorded with OSA. Within a one-mile radius, 43 
historic resources have been previously surveyed. 
Three are listed in the NRHP: the Jones House 
(JF72) is listed individually and the John Reis House (JFWR3022) and Michael and Mary Burke 
House (JFWR3022) contribute to a district. The Cedar Hill/Fenley House (JF70) meets National 
Register criteria, but this is not yet listed. The eligibility of 36 houses remains undetermined. 
Three inventory properties have been demolished. Approximately 13 of the buildings are 
adjacent to the trail alternatives. There is potential for numerous eligible properties that have 
never been inventoried near the survey area. These will date to the mid-nineteenth century and 
may include commercial and residential buildings in areas such as Meadow Lawn Subdivision. 
 
As a result of these research methods, the likelihood of encountering additional cultural 
resources in the area is interpreted to be high. It is anticipated that new and existing resources 
may be used for public interpretation and education outreach. 

 

Project Description 
 
The project APE (Figure 2 through Figure 5) runs roughly southwest-northeast within the Pond 
Creek drainage. Project planning documents outlined four possible routes for the shared use 
path. The Preferred Route extended the greatest distance, incorporating many spurs and loops. 
It extended approximately 60 km (37 miles). The alternates were much shorter. Alternate A 
extended 31 km (19 miles), Alternate B extended 39 km (24 miles), and Alternate C extended 
43 km (27 miles). These three alignments were reviewed to determine which, if any, has the 
least potential to require additional cultural resources coordination and/or fieldwork. The three 
routes also were examined to determine which of the three has the greatest potential for historic 
interpretation and educational opportunities. 
 
 

Figure 1. Jefferson County, Kentucky 
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Compliance Requirements 
  
The project complies with specifications for field and investigations for NRHP (NRHP) assessment 
as set forth by the United States Department of the Interior National Park Service (NPS). The 
project staff completing this archaeological overview meets the requirements for professional 
archaeologists as detailed in the Secretary of the Interior standards. The Principal Investigator is a 
Registered Professional Archaeologist (RPA) and abides by the code of ethics of this organization.  
 
The conduct of the investigation adhered to specifications for field investigations and reporting 
standards for Phase I archaeological surveys as detailed in Specifications for Conducting 
Fieldwork and Preparing Cultural Resource Assessment Reports prepared by the Kentucky State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) seated in the KHC in Frankfort, Kentucky (Sanders 2006). It 
also complies with the Secretary of the Interiorôs Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation (Federal Register, Vol. 48, No. 190, 1983).  



Cultural Resources Overview for the Pond Creek Corridor Shared Use Path, Jefferson County, Kentucky 
 

3 | P a g e  

 
 

 

Figure 2. USGS topographic map showing preferred routing. 
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Figure 3 USGS topographic map showing Alternate A. 




















































































































































































































































































































































